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TARBLE ARTS CENTER 
Newsletter • February 1995 
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EXHIBITIONS 
WEST AFRICAN ART: CURIOS OF LIFE AND FUNCTION 
--through March 5, Brainard Gallery 
llllllllllllllll 
Adventurers, traders, missionaries, and scientists have been attracted to 
West Africa, also called the Gold Coast, for over four hundred years. This 
exhibition presents the diversity and similarities of the cultures from the 
Gold Coast as reflected through their art. Represented are the Lwalwa, 
Ekoi, Mende, Pende, lbo/Maw, Yaka, Suku, Bamana, Yoruba, Hemba, 
Mangbetu, Turkana, Ashanti, Senufo, Bemun, Kuba, Dan, Baule, Saga, 
Mossi, Bobo, Kamba, Samo, and Luba peoples. The objects making up the 
exhibition were drawn from the Illinois State University collection of African 
Art by Dr. William Colvin, guest curator of the exhibition. Dr. Colvin is 
director' of African-American Studies at EIU, and teaches courses on 
African art and African-American art as a member of the Art Department 
faculty. This exhibition is co-sponsored by the office of African-American 
Studies and is presented in observance of Black History and Awareness 
Month. 
The purpose of the exhibition is to present, as comprehensively as 
possible, the aesthetic qualities that are found in West Africa through 
pieces representing a tribe or region. Actually, the term "art" is somewhat 
of a misnomer for these artifacts. The objects exhibited, though primarily 
ceremonial, are used in everyday life. These cultures do not distinguish 
between utilitarian objects and art objects as do Western societies. 
Exhibited is a wide array of masks, musical instruments, statues, 
ceremonial stools, objects of personal adornment, and goldweights. The 
area of West Africa represented includes Zaire, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
Liberia, Cameroon, Mali, Upper Volta, Western Sudan, Kenya, Khartoum, 
.Ghana, Guinea, and the Ivory Coast. 
PAUL SARGENT, ROBERT ROOT, AND THE BROWN COUNTY ARTIST 
COLONY 
-- through February 26, Main Galleries 
This exhibition presents the work of artists who were members of the Brown 
County, Indiana, art colony circa 1920 to 1950, with a special emphasis on 
two members from central Illinois, Paul Turner Sargent and Robert Marshall 
Root. Also represented in the exhibition are Indiana artists T. C. Steele, 
Will Vawter, Gustave Baumann, Adolph Shulz, Ada Walter Shulz, L. 0. 
Griffith, V. J. Cariani, Marie Goth, Carl C. Graf, C. Curry Bohm, E. K. 
Williams, and Illinois artist Lucie Hartrath. Although Sargent and Root were 
active members of the Brown County art colony, their paintings are not as 
widely known as those of their Indiana compatriots; the works by Sargent 
and Root are rarely found in public collections outside of the locales in 
which each lived. This exhibition is intended to present the landscape 
paintings of Sargent and Root within the context of each artist's oeuvre and 
in context with the art work of recognized Brown County artists. 
The Brown County art colony developed in the early 1900s as academically 
trained artists from urban areas, who initially visited the area to paint its 
scenic vistas and capture its distinct qualities of light, began to settle there. 
The first was Hoosier Impressionist T. C. Steele in 1907. He was soon 
followed by the other Indiana artists represented in this exhibition. An 
important annual activity for these artists was participation in the Hoosier 
Salon, held in Chicago at the Marshall Field Galleries from 1925 through 
1941, and at the William H. Block Company in Indianapolis thereafter. In 
1926 some of the artists formed the Brown County Art Gallery Association 
to accommodate the growing number of tourists and art buyers who visited 
in the summers. In a single day 2,500 people visited the gallery in the 
autumn of 1931. But by the late 1940s the colony began to wane as original 
members passed away, modern life began to erode the area's rustic 
qualities, and the painting practiced by the colony artists fell out of style. 
Sargent was born on a farm near Charleston in 1880. He began his formal 
education in 1899 at Westfield (Illinois) College. In 1900 he transferred to 
Eastern Illinois Normal School (now Eastern Illinois University), Charleston, 
the second year of the school's operation, and graduated in 1906. At 
Eastern Sargent was encouraged in his artistic endeavors by drawing 
instructor Miss Anna Piper. Upon urging by Piper and others, Sargent 
enrolled at the Art Institute of Chicago in 1906. He completed his studies at 
the Art Institute in 1912. Shortly thereafter he returned to his rural 
homestead and established a studio. He began his treks to Brown County 
about 1920 after being invited by Adolph Shulz, and kept up the association 
until his death in 1946. Though he painted other subjects, Sargent gained 
his reputation as a painter of landscapes. 
This is not the case of Robert M. Root. His best known works include a 
painting of the 1858 Lincoln-Douglas debate held in Charleston and 
portraits of prominent lllinoisians, including Eastern's first president, 
Livingston C. Lord, which is on permanent display in Old Main. In addition 
to portraits and other commissioned works, Root painted landscapes 
throughout his career. Born in Shelbyville in 1863, Root graduated from the 
School of Fine Arts in St. Louis, and went on to study at the noted Academe 
Julien in Paris, France. Like Sargent, Root returned to his home town to set 
up a studio. Adolph Shulz met Root in Paris, but Shulz believed it was 
Sargent who introduced Root to the Brown County artist colony. Like 
Sargent, Root made annual trips to Brown County . When Root died in 
1937 his funeral was attended by Illinois Governor Henry Homer. 
EVENTS 
REGISTRATION IS STILL BEING ACCEPTED FOR ART CLASSES 
--deadline for most classes are in early to mid February 
Registration is still being accepted for a variety of art classes and 
workshops for children and adults which begin on February 12th. Most 
course fees cover both instruction and supplies; Tarble members receive a 
20% discount. Contact the Tarble for a free brochure. 
ILLINOIS ARTS COUNCIL GRANT WRITING WORKSHOP 
-- February 9, 7:30pm 
Alan Leder, Director of Visual Arts Programs for the Illinois Arts Council, will 
present the current guidelines and application procedures for Illinois Arts 
Council program grants. A state agency, the lAC awards grants to non-
profit and educational organizations in Illinois to support public programs in 
visual, performing, and literary arts, as well as the Arts-In-Education 
program. The grants are awarded annually, with the deadline for the 1996 
fiscal year applications due March 15th. 
ADINKRA CLOTH WORKSHOP 
--February 12, 1:30-3:30pm; deadline to register is February 8 
In conjunction with West African Art: Curios of Life and Function, instructor 
Dorothy Bennett will introduce students to printing techniques used to 
create textile designs inspired by Kenyan artists. Each participant will 
produce his or her own unique Adinkra cloth suitable for hanging. 
SLIDE LECTURE: AFRICAN ART IN THE CYCLE OF LIFE BY DR. 
ROSLYN WALKER 
-- February 16, 7pm 
Dr. Roslyn Walker, Curator of The National Museum of African Art, 
Smithsonian Institution, presents this slide lecture in conjunction with the 
exhibition West African Art: Curios of Life and Function. Dr. Walker is a 
noted West African Art scholar, and co-authored the book African Art: In 
The Cycle of Life with Dr. Roy Sieber. Dr. Walker's lecture is co-sponsored 
by the EIU Art Department and African-American Studies Program. 
WATERCOLOR WORKSHOP: JOSEPH FETTINGIS 
--February 17 & 18, 9:30-4:00pm; deadline to register is February 3 
A limited number of seats are still open in a two-day watercolor workshop 
with nationally recognized artist Joseph Fettingis. Topics to be covered 
include color, brush techniques, and composition and design. Workshop 
fees are $74.00 for Tarble members and $89.00 for non-members. 
MONOPRINT WORKSHOP 
--February 19 and 26, 12:00-3:00pm; deadline to register is February 10 
In this two session workshop, students will learn about different techniques 
and approaches to the monoprint medium. Participants will create a unique 
impression on the etching press. 
GALLERY TALK: SARGENT, ROOT & THE BROWN COUNTY ARTIST 
COLONYBYRACHELPERRY 
--February 19, 2pm with a reception to follow 
Rachel Perry will present an informal gallery talk on the Brown County artist 
colony, particularly addressing the relationship between the artists and the 
native residents of the area. Perry is Assistant Curator at the T. C. Steele 
State Historic Site, Indiana State Museum, and co-curator of the exhibition 
Paul Sargent, Robert Root and the Brown County Artist Colony. She also 
organized and curated the exhibition Strokes of Genius: The Brown County 
Art eolony 1907 - 1937 for the Indiana State Museum, and wrote the 
introductory essay for the book The Artists of Brown County by Lyn 
Letsinger-Miller, published by the Indiana University Press. Perry is a 
graduate of Indiana University and is completing a masters in Museum 
Management at the University of Oklahoma. (Copies of the book The 
Artists of Brown County, as well as the December/January issue of 
American Art Review, which includes an article by Perry about the Tarble 
exhibition, are available for purchase in the Tarble Gift Shop.) A reception 
will follow the talk and those attending are invited to share stories about the 
artists represented in the exhibition. 
FROM THE CURATOR 
The 1995 Art Enrichment Program, offered free of charge to junior and 
senior high school art teachers and their students, began on January 24th 
and will continue through the first week of March. The program was 
developed in association with Dr. Gene Harrison of EIU's Art Department, 
and will be presented by Art Education students enrolled in Art 341 0. In this 
tour/studio program, participants will first be taken through a guided tour of 
West African Art: Curios of Life and Function, in which the docent will 
introduce program participants to several masterpieces of African tribal art. 
The exhibition tour is followed by a hands-on batik workshop in the Tarble 
classroom. Students will compose designs based on motifs used in African 
art and will cut out the design in foam rubber. The foam will then be dipped 
into batik wax and repeatedly stamped onto a piece of cloth to create a 
pattern. After the cloth is dyed and the wax is removed, participants will 
have created a textile inspired by batiking processes of West Africa. 
In all, this year's program will serve approximately 425 participants from 15 
area schools. Participating schools are Bethany Junior/Senior High 
School, Central A&M High School, Moweaqua; Charleston Junior and 
Senior High Schools, Chrisman High School, Crestwood School, Paris; 
Cumberland Junior and Senior High Schools, East Prairie Junior High 
School, Tuscola; Lovington High School, Martinsville Junior/Senior High 
School, Mattoon Junior High School, Shelbyville High School, Shiloh High 
School, Hume; Sullivan High School, and the Treatment and Learning 
Center, Mattoon. 
Spring classes and workshops begin on February 12th. Several new 
classes are being offered, including Introduction to Printmaking and 
Sculpting the Figure. Complete course descriptions may be found in the 
Classes and Workshops for Spring 1995 brochure. Please call the Tarble 
at 581-2787 to register. 
I would like to take this opportunity to correct a mistake in the Classes ana 
Workshops Brochure enclosed in the December/January newsletter: the 
dates for Too Busy to Quilt? are February 23 through March 23, not March 
23 through April 23 as printed in the brochure. My apologies. In addition, 
the instructor for Sculpting the Figure has requested that the first class 
meeting be moved from February 14th to February 21st. The class will end 
on April 25th. 
--Kit Morice 
FROM THE DIRECTOR 
As many of you are probably already aware, hearings are soon to get under 
way in the U.S. Congress to determine if the budgets for National 
Endowment for the Arts (NEA), National Endowment for the Humanities 
(NEH), and the Institute of Museum Services (IMS) should be severely cut 
or eliminated altogether. The Tarble Arts Center has benefitted from all of 
these agencies through direct and indirect grants and program support. 
According to the Illinois Arts Alliance, Illinois could see a loss of $5 million in 
NEA funding. This funding is significant in and of itself, but what is perhaps 
more significant is the encouragement of expanded arts and humanities 
activities created by these Federal agencies since their inception-- the NEA 
has provided the incentive for the creation of state and local arts agencies, 
and NEA funding in Illinois is currently matched on a 20-to-1 ratio. If you 
would like more information about this issue, please call or visit the Tarble. 
And if you agree that Federal support for the NEA, NEH, and IMS is money 
well spent, I urge you to contact Senators Carol Moseley-Braun and Paul 
Simon and Congressman Glenn Poshard to express your support. The 
Tarble has sample letters from the Illinois Arts Alliance, the Illinois 
Humanities Council, and the American Association of Museums, as well as 
addresses, telephone numbers, and fax numbers. Thank you for 
considering this important issue. 
I am very much indebted to many people for assistance in organizing the 
Paul Sargent, Robert Root and the Brown County Artist Colony exhibition. 
My thanks to Rachel Perry, co-curator, for identifying and locating 
examples of works to represent the Brown County artists, and for making 
the arrangements for and writing the article which appeared in American Art 
Review. Much good information and advice on locating information about 
and representative works by Robert Root was provided by Pat Tolly, Sue 
Kersey, and Debbie Whitworth. June McCain of the Shelby County 
Historical and Genealogical Society was generous with her time in making 
the Society's Root files available to me, as was Bob Hillman concerning the 
Sargent Papers housed in the El U Archives of Booth Library. Additional 
information on Sargent was provided by Alex Peck. Last but far from least 
are those who loaned art works for the exhibition: June and Don Goodwin, 
James Brown, Randy Tucker, Polly Seaman and the Rose Hulman Institute 
of Te.chnology, Sue Rice, Jane Eckert and Eckert Fine Art (Indianapolis), 
Graeme Reid and the Sheldon Swope Art Museum, Barbara Bishop 
Werden, Joyce Callaway, Gayle Lumpkin and the Mattoon Public Library, 
Sheryl Snyder and the Charleston Public Library, JoAnn Homann, E. C. 
Eberspacher, Ann Hofmann, Fran Frazier, Guy Parr and the Shelbyville 
Community School District, Ed Bodecker, Tom Vance and the 
Lincoln/Sargent Farm Foundation, Pat Tolly, Debbie Whitworth, the Shelby 
County Historical and Genealogical Society, Margaret Colglazer and the 
Brown County Art Guild, Jeff Tenuth and Jim May of the Indiana State 
Museum, a pair of anonymous lenders (you know who you are), and 
Chenault Kelly. My thanks to you, one and all. 
My appreciation also goes to Dr. William Colvin who served as curator for 
the West African Art: Curios of Life and Function exhibition, and to Steve 
Meckstroth of the Milner Library Special Collections at Illinois State 
University for making the works available for loan. 
-- Michael Watts 
NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERS 
-- November 15 - January 15 
Benefactor 
James & Karen McKechnie 
Corporate Patron 
Vaughn & Ruth Jaenike 
Supporting Patron 
Mrs. Calvin Countyman 
Charles & Marilyn Switzer 
Earl & Meg Tarble 
Max & Miriam Tarble 
Family Patron 
Julian & Elizabeth Hamerski 
Marg & Cary Knoop 
Individual Patron 
Mary McElwee Adams 
Sandra Baumgartner 
Joyce Callaway 
Helen Devinny 
June Krutza 
Sue O'Brien 
UPCOMING FOR MARCH 
1995 All-Student Show -- March 4-26 
All-Student Show Reception & Awards Presentation -- March 5, 2pm 
Kathleen Ensor Solo Exhibition -- March 10 - April 15 
Recital: SIA Music Fraternity Scholarship Recipient -- March 20, 7:30pm 
Slide Lecture: Diane Elmeer "Empowering Cultural Identities Through 
Community Arts" -- March 22, 7pm 
Chamber Music Concert: EIU Chamber Music Ensembles 
-- March 26, 3pm 
Staff: Michael Watts, Director 
David Pooley, Registrar 
Kit Morice, Curator of Education 
Fran Wittenberg, Secretary 
James K. Johnson, Dean, College of Arts and Humanities 
Volunteer Coordinators: 
Maggie Hollowell & Corrine Joyner, Docent Education Program 
Victoria Woollen-Danner, Gift Shop 
Barbara Watts, Sales/Rental Gallery 
[fu Eastem Illinois 
Universi!Y 
BoARD OF GoVERNORS UNIVERSmES 
Tarble Arts Center 
College of Arts & Humanities 
600 Lincoln Avenue 
Charleston, Illinois 61920-3099 
Open Hours: Tuesday- Friday 10am- 5pm, Saturday 10am- 4pm, Sunday 
1- 4pm; Closed Mondays and holidays. Admission is free unless otherwise 
noted. For information or to schedule a group tour, telephone 217/581-
ARTS(2787). The Tarble Arts Center is located on South Ninth Street at 
Cleveland Avenue, on the Eastern Illinois University campus. The Tarble 
Arts Center is partially supported by the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency, 
and by Tarble Arts Center membership contributions. 
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